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Dear David,

Consultation on the Portman Group’s Code of Practice on the Naming, Packaging and
Promotion of Alcoholic Drinks

Thanks for the opportunity to contribute to the review of the Code of Practice. As you know,
we are very supportive of the Portman Group and respect the strong commitment that it
shows to promote responsible drinking.

Thames Reach (formerly Thames Reach Bondway) works with homeless and former
homeless men and women in London, providing a range of services including street outreach
to rough sleepers, hostels, specialist housing for people with substance misuse and mental
health problems, tenancy support services and education, training and employment projects.
We work with approximately 4,000 people every year across all 33 London boroughs and
employ 400 staff.

You will know from our previous helpful exchanges that one of the main issues concerning us
at Thames Reach is the enormous damage done to the health of our service users with
serious alcohol problems (35% of the total) by super strength lagers and ciders. We believe
that, whilst these drinks are not deliberately targeted at people with alcohol problems, most
of those who consume these products are addicted to alcohol and are highly dependent on
these drinks. Our frontline staff have routinely to deal with the substantial damage to health
caused by the super strength drinks as well as the difficult behavioural issues that arise from
those who are continually in a state of intoxication, and of course every year we see people
dying prematurely as a result of their addiction.
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[image: image2.png]This is an issue that we will continue to campaign on, with the objective of reducing the
overall availability of these drinks. We believe that there is an incompatibility in having a
government health limit of 2/3 units of alcohol per day for women and 3/4 per day for men
and for companies to then produce alcohol in single-serve drink containers with an alcoholic
content volume that exceeds these health guidance limits. This is surely an unsustainable
position that reflects badly on Portman Group members which we will continue to bring to the
attention of policy-makers. We will also be making an official complaint to the Portman
Group’s Independent Complaints Panel concerning this matter in the first quarter of 2007.

In view of this, we are extremely disappointed that the issue of single-serve drink containers
was not one that the Portman Group decided to seek comments on, although we are
encouraged by the suggestion that consideration is being given to consult separately on the
issue in the future, and we would strongly urge you to do so.

I am aware that this letter does not address the key questions raised as part of the review.
Thames Reach specialises in working with homeless men and women, some of whom
struggle with particularly extreme alcohol problems. We do not claim to have expertise in the
more general areas of alcohol misuse and | would therefore not wish to comment on the
specific issues noted in the review.

To conclude, we have found our contact with the Portman Group to be useful and productive
and are committed to working with you in order to prevent alcohol misuse. We look forward

to receiving a copy of the revised Code should changes be introduced and look forward to
more positive contact in the future.

Yours sincerely

Jeremy Swai
cmgjxec)mﬂe





